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Introduction to School Parent and Family Engagement Policy 

In support of strengthening student academic achievement, each school that receives Title I, Part A funds must 
develop jointly with, agree on with, and distribute to, parents of participating children, a Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy that contains information required by section 1116 of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA). The policy establishes the school’s expectations for parent engagement and describes how the school 
will implement a number of specific and required parent engagement activities.  

Title I Schools must provide their school parent-family engagement policy in an accessible format and, when 
practicable, in a language parents and family members can understand. Distribution could include parent 
conferences/meetings, email, student planners, digital platforms, etc.  

The HIDOE offers a sample template for Title I schools to use in developing their School Parent and Family 
Engagement Policy. While schools are not required to use the provided template, all components included in 
the sample must be incorporated into the school’s Parent and Family Engagement Policy. Schools can include 
additional information that goes beyond the template and Title I Parent and Family Engagement requirements. 

Title I schools must engage parents and families in order to improve student academic achievement. Each 
school must: 

●​ Provide assistance to parents in understanding the state academic standards, state 
and local academic assessments, and how to monitor a child’s progress and work 
with educators to improve the achievement of their children (ESEA 1116(e)(1)). 

●​ Provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children to improve 
their children’s achievement, such as literacy training and using technology, to foster 
parental involvement (ESEA 1116(e)(2)). 

●​ Educate teachers, specialized instructional support personnel, principals, and other school staff 
with how to communicate and work with parents as equal partners (ESEA 1116(e)(3)). 

●​ Coordinate and integrate parent involvement programs and activities with other 
Federal, State, and local programs, when possible (ESEA 1116(e)(4)). 

●​ Ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other 
activities is sent to the parents to the extent practicable, in a language the parents 
can understand (ESEA 1116(e)(5)). 

 

 



●​ Provide other reasonable support for parental involvement activities as parents 
may request (ESEA 1116(e)(14)). 

●​ Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide, 
with funds provided under this part, transportation, child care, or home visits, as such services 
relate to parental involvement (Add citation) 

 
This Parent and Family Engagement Policy will be reviewed and updated as needed to reflect the changing 
needs of parents, families, and the school community. While the policy does not require annual revision, 
parents and families of participating children will be consulted and involved in any decision to modify or 
update the policy. Opportunities for feedback and suggestions will be provided at least once per year, or more 
frequently as needed. Any proposed changes to the policy will be discussed with parents and families, and their 
input will be considered before final adoption (ESEA 1116(b)). 

 

Parent and Family Engagement Policy 
 

School Year 2026 - 2027 
 

Hilo High School is committed to the goal of providing quality education for every child. To this end, we want 
to establish partnerships with parents and with the community. Everyone gains if Hilo High School and home 
work together to promote high achievement by our children. Neither home nor Hilo High School can do the 
job alone. Parents play an extremely important role as children’s first teachers. Support for their children and 
for the school is critical to children’s success at every step along the way. Hilo High School intends to include 
parents in all aspects of the Title I schoolwide program. The goal is a school-home partnership that will help all 
students to succeed.  

SECTION I-POLICY INVOLVEMENT 

Hilo High School will: 
A.​ Jointly develop/revise with parents the school Parent and Family Engagement Policy.  This policy will 

be distributed to all parents and family members and made available to the local community in an 
understandable and uniform format, and to the extent practicable, in a language the parents and 
families can understand.  The policy shall be updated periodically to meet the changing needs of 
parents and families and the school.  

During the first School Community Council (SCC) meeting of the school year, parents and families are invited 
to review, provide feedback on, and help update the school’s Parent and Family Engagement Policy.  Once 
finalized, the policy will be posted on the school website, with translated versions available upon request.   

 

B.​ At a minimum, Title I schools must convene an annual meeting, at a convenient time, in which 
all parents shall be invited and encouraged to attend, to inform parents of their school’s 
participation in Title I and their right to be involved.  

1.​ This meeting must include a description and explanation of the following: 
i.​ The school’s participation in Title I, Part A; 

ii.​ Requirements of a Title I school (e.g. CNA, AcPlan, family engagement 
activities); 

 

 



iii.​ The right of parents to be involved in their child’s school. 

Our annual Title 1 meeting will take place on campus during the first-quarter Open House at the start of the 
school year.  Meeting details will be shared via email newsletter, the school website, social media, printed 
flyers, and printed mailers sent home.   

 
C.​ Offer a flexible number of meetings, such as meetings in the morning or evening, and may provide, 

with funds provided under this part, transportation, child care, or home visits, as such services relate to 
parental involvement. 

To better meet the needs of our families, the school will offer virtual meetings (when appropriate) in addition to 
in-person meetings. 

 

D.​ The school involves parents in an organized, ongoing, and timely way, in the planning, review, 
and improvement of the school’s Title I program, including the planning, review, and 
improvement of the school Parent and Family Engagement Policy and the joint development 
of the AcPlan/Title I schoolwide program plan. 

Hilo High School leverages its School Community Council (SCC) as an ongoing forum for parent input.  
Parents are encouraged to attend and participate in SCC meetings held throughout the year.  The council 
reviews, discusses, and offers feedback on both the Academic Plan and the Parent and Family Engagement 
Policy.  Additionally, the SCC hosts a community meeting for parents to share priorities and concerns regarding 
school-wide academic goals, ensuring community input is incorporated into the final academic plan.  Feedback 
is also gathered from PTSA parent volunteers and from various family engagement events held throughout the 
year.   

 
E.​ Provide parents and families— 

1.​ Timely information about programs, school curriculum, academic assessments, and 
achievement levels of the challenging State academic standards; 

During the first quarter, an Open House event is held where parents are invited to learn about school 
programs, curriculum, assessments, and achievement levels.  State assessment results are annually sent 
home to parents and families.   

 
2.​ A description and explanation of the curriculum in use at the school, the forms of academic 

assessment used to measure student progress, and the proficiency levels students are expected 
to meet; 

Teachers share information about the curriculum, academic assessments, and proficiency levels during 
the Open House held in Quarter 1 and throughout the school year via Academy Nights.   

 
3.​ If requested by parents, opportunities for regular meetings to formulate suggestions and to 

participate, as appropriate, in decisions relating to the education of their children, and respond 
to any such suggestions as soon as practically possible. 

School Community Council (SCC) meetings are held monthly and open to all parents and families.  
Additional communication and updates are shared via the school website, email, virtual classroom 
platforms, and surveys.  Parents may also request additional meetings as needed.   

 

 



 
F.​ If the AcPlan/Title I schoolwide program plan is not satisfactory to the parents or families, 

parents/families may submit any parent comments on the plan before the school submits the plan to the 
Complex Area. 

Parent feedback is an essential part of our planning process.  Any parent comments expressing concern or 
dissatisfaction with the Academic Plan are included in the School Community Council Assurances document 
submitted to the Complex Area Superintendent for final approval.  

 

SECTION II-Shared Responsibilities for High Student Academic Achievement 

Shared responsibilities for high student academic achievement by jointly developing a school-parent 
compact with parents. In order to share the responsibilities for high student achievement, the school 
must have a school-parent compact that outlines how parents, the school staff, and students will share 
the responsibility for improved student academic achievement. The compact shall describe: 

G.​ The school’s responsibility is to provide high-quality curriculum and instruction in a 
supportive and effective learning environment; 

H.​ The ways in which each parent will be responsible for supporting their child’s learning 
through volunteering in their child’s classroom and participating in decisions related to 
the education of their child and positive use of extra-curricular time; 

I.​ Address the importance of communication between teachers and parents on an on-going 
basis through: 

a.​ Parent-Teacher conferences in elementary schools, where the compact shall be 
discussed; 

b.​ Frequent reports to parents on their children’s progress; 
c.​ Reasonable access to staff, opportunities to volunteer, participate and/or observe in their 

child’s class; 
d.​ Ensure regular two-way, meaningful communication between family members and school 

staff, and to the extent possible in a language that family members can understand. 

Hilo High School maintains a School-Parent Compact that outlines shared responsibilities for student success.  
Developed jointly with parents, this living document is updated and distributed annually via the school website at 
the start of the academic year.  Teachers and administrators regularly reference the compact throughout the school 
year during meetings and events with families. 

 

SECTION III-BUILDING CAPACITY FOR PARENTS AND STAFF 

To ensure effective involvement of parents and to support a partnership among the school involved, parents, 
and the community to improve student academic achievement, each school assisted under this part: 

J.​ Provide parents with assistance and information to help them understand: 
1.​ State academic standards; 
2.​ State and local academic assessments; 
3.​ Program requirements; 

 

 



4.​ How to monitor their child’s progress and collaborate with educators to improve achievement. 

At the annual start-of-year Open House, Hilo High School provides families with information on 
academic standards, assessments, and program requirements, as well as guidance on monitoring student 
progress and collaborating with teachers.  Throughout the school year, additional family engagement 
events offer practical academic strategies to help parents support their child’s learning at home.   

 
K.​ Provide materials and training to help parents to work with their children, such as literacy training and 

using technology (including education about the harms of copyright piracy), as appropriate, to foster 
parental involvement. 

Hilo High School shall conduct literacy nights designed to strengthen family engagement and support 
home-based learning.  During these sessions, instructional staff will model evidence-based reading and 
writing strategies that families can implement at home to foster student literacy development.   

 

L.​ Educate school staff (teachers, principals, support personnel) with parent involvement, focusing on: 
1.​ The value of parent contributions; 
2.​ Strategies to communicate and partner with parents as equals; 
3.​ Implementation and coordination of parent programs; 
4.​ Building strong ties between parents and the school. 

Prior to the annual Open House, Hilo High School Administration shall conduct professional 
development during a scheduled staff meeting.  This training will equip instructional staff with 
effective strategies for parent communication, family engagement, and collaborative partnership. 

 

M.​ Coordinate and integrate parent engagement programs and activities with other Federal, State, and 
local programs, including public preschool programs, and conduct other activities, such as parent 
resource centers, that encourage and support parent engagement. 

Hilo High School shall regularly promote various programs and resources across the school website and social 
media platforms.  Additionally, information regarding the Hawaii Statewide Family Engagement Center shall 
be distributed to families during the annual Open House to support school-community partnerships.   

 
N.​ Ensure that information related to school and parent programs, meetings, and other activities is sent to 

the parents/families in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language the parents can understand.   

Hilo High School shall provide written translations of official school communications, including flyers, letters, 
and notices distributed to families, to ensure meaningful access for non-English speaking and limited-English 
proficient households.   

 
O.​ Shall provide such other reasonable support for Title I parental involvement activities as parents may 

request. 
 

Following parent meetings, parent surveys are given asking participants for feedback and allow parents to 
request additional support.  

 
 

 



The following are optional activities for building capacity for Parent and Family Engagement: 
●​ May involve parents in the development of training for teachers, principals, and other educators to 

improve the effectiveness of such training. 
●​ May train parents to enhance the involvement of other parents. 
●​ May arrange school meetings at a variety of times, or conduct in-home conferences between teachers 

or other educators, with parents who are unable to attend such conferences at school, in order to 
maximize Parent and Family Engagement and participation.  

●​ May pay reasonable and necessary expenses associated with local Parent and Family Engagement 
activities, including transportation and childcare costs, to enable parents to participate in school-related 
meetings and training sessions.  

●​ May adopt and implement evidence-based approaches to improving Parent and Family Engagement.  
●​ May establish a parent advisory group to provide advice on all matters related to Parent and Family 

Engagement in programs supported under Title I.  
●​ May develop appropriate roles for community-based organizations and businesses in Parent and 

Family Engagement activities.  

Parent involvement will be actively promoted through participation in the Parent Teacher Student Association 
(PTSA).  To support collaborative governance and continuous improvement, monthly School Community 
Council (SCC) meetings will remain open to all families, supplemented by annual community forums.  
Stakeholder feedback gathered from these proceedings will be systematically evaluated to enhance schoolwide 
parent and family engagement initiatives.   

 
SECTION IV-ACCESSIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 
P.​ In carrying out the Parent and Family engagement requirements, complex areas and schools, to the 

extent practicable, shall provide opportunities for the informed participation of parents and family 
members (including parents and family members who have limited English proficiency, parents and 
family members with disabilities, and parents and family members of migratory children), including 
providing information and school reports in a format and, to the extent practicable, in a language such 
parents understand. 

Hilo High School ensures that school meetings and events are held in accessible locations with appropriate 
accommodations provided.  To support families with limited English proficiency, the school provides 
translations and communications in clear, understandable formats upon request.   

 

SECTION V-POLICY REVIEW AND REVISION – Hilo High School Parent and Family Engagement 
Policy/Procedures have been developed/revised jointly with, and agreed upon with, parents of children 
participating in Title I program. 

The Parent and Family Engagement Policy/Procedures were developed/revised by Hilo High School on 
09/09/2026 and will be in effect for the period of school year 2026-2027. The school will distribute these 
Parent and Family Engagement Policy/Procedures to all parents of participating Title I children and make 
it available to the community. 

 
 
 
 

 

 



Name 

Name and Signature of Parents/Family Members and Faculty/Staff Involved in the Parent & 
Family Engagement Policy Process: 

Involvement must be meaningful, and should include opportunities for family members to provide input, 
review and help revise the policy as needed 

Signature Role (Parent, Faculty, Staff) 

_, 

AN AFFIRMATIVE ACTION AND EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 

The Hawaii State Department of Education (HIDOE) and its schools do 
not discnminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, ancestry, sex, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation, age, disability. and religion. Please direct 

inquiries regarding HIDOE non-discnmination policies as follows: Beth Schimmelfennig, Director, Rhonda Wong, Compliance, Aaron Oaandasan, Title VI, Nicole lsa-lijima. 
Title JX, K.rysti Sukita, ADA/504, Civil Rights Compliance Branch, Hawaii State Department of Education, PO Box 2360 Honolulu, Hawaii 96804. (808)586-0332 or via 

relay, info@crcok12.hi.us. 
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